
Memoriam: Wayne Seely  

 Wayne Seely, past treasurer for HLAA-OR, passed away on December 12, 2014.  He is 
survived by his wife Norma and several children and grandchildren. 

 Wayne was born on January 6, 1942 in Greene, New York, and spent most of his life in upstate 
New York. He moved to Oregon in 2000.  

As a young man, Wayne suffered a burst appendix. The medication required to save his life cost 
him his hearing. Despite his deafness, he was still able to meet his goals. He got a cochlear 
implant 8 years ago which brought sound back to his life.  

 He earned a bachelor’s degree in education at Oswego College, with a focus on industrial arts. 
He worked as a vocational rehabilitation counselor for the deaf and joined SHHH (now HLAA) 
34 years ago. He served on the HLAA-OR board of directors and acted as Treasurer for several 
years before his final illness forced him to retire. A scrapbook was presented to him by HLAA-
OR board members last spring (see page 3 in the Summer 2014 issue). He was also very active 
in the Salem chapter, where served as its treasurer. One area of expertise was working with 
assistive listening devices (ALD), and he helped to set up the loop system used at HLAA-OR 
board meetings.  

 The following observations are excerpts from comments from Rev. Richard Davis who 
presided (with Rev. Maur Horton) over Wayne’s memorial service at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Salem.  

“He worked hard in graduate school preparing to be a vocational rehabilitation counselor for the 
deaf. It was a good career choice because it gave Wayne joy to be able to help others. Now it’s 
a wonderful thing to like helping others. But it’s even more wonderful to be ABLE to help 
many others, and that’s where Wayne, the consummate handyman and the soul of kindness, 
really excelled. He had “every tool and convenience known to man” (as his son Aaron put it), 
and he was always willing to put those tools to good use, fixing whatever needed fixing.”  

 “Wayne, with his hearing loss, was used to the silence. Although this was a hard loss for him, I 
suspect there were some compensatory gains. I used to observe how focused on people he was 
when others were speaking – he was an excellent lip reader – so good that many didn’t realize 
he was deaf. The intensity of focus required by lip reading and following ASL communicators 
probably sharpened his mind and helped him in his meditation practice.”  

 We miss Wayne.   

 Wayne’s family has requested that donations be made in memory of Wayne to Willamette Falls 
Hospice.  

 


